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Grants for repairs, improvements and conservation

Barron Bell Trust – grants towards the provision, installation, inspection, repair and maintenance of carillons of bells in churches.  Contact details 01892 823289, c/o 71 Lower Green Road, Pembury, Tunbridge Wells, TN2 4EB, Email: barronbelltrust@hotmail.co.uk.  Grants of £1-3k.  50% of funding must be in place before applying.
Beaverbrook Foundation – supports a variety of causes, including preserving heritage buildings.  Grants vary from £5-55k. https://beaverbrookfoundation.org/. 
Benefact Trust (formerly All Churches) – several grant schemes including the Community Impact Grant and the Building Improvement Grant, which between them cover repairs, conservation and improvements.  Grant decisions split between two streams – under £25k and over £25k.  Rolling grant programme, but 30% of funding must be in place before applying.  https://benefacttrust.co.uk/.
Central Council of Church Bellringers – Small grants for bell restoration projects. https://cccbr.org.uk/bell-restoration-grants/.  
ChurchCare – conservation reports, historic interiors and churchyard structures.  Grants now available for fabric repairs directly related to the conservation of objects and over-the-line grants for parishes struggling to complete nearly funded projects.  Rolling application programme for conservation reports, but deadlines for conservation vary depending on item.  https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/churchcare/churchcare-grants 
Congregational and General Charitable Trust – church repairs, improvements or extensions.  Quarterly deadlines. Grants of £1k-25k. https://www.candgtrust.org.uk/ Not currently receiving applications for Anglican churches, but this may change.
Garfield Weston – church a repairs and improvements.  Maximum grant for churches £30k. 30% of funding must be in place before applying.  Rolling application process.  https://garfieldweston.org/ 
Hereford Diocesan Guild of Bellringers Bell Restoration Fund – Grants available to affiliated churches,  https://hdgb.org/bell-restoration-fund/. 
Herefordshire Historic Churches Trust (Hereford Archdeaconry) – repairs, conservation and improvements, max. grant £10k.  Grants are considered biannually with deadlines on 15th March and 15th September.  https://www.hhct.co.uk/ 
Idlewild Trust – Idlewild Trust supports the conservation of important objects and works of art including objects, textiles, furniture, metalwork, manuscripts and wall paintings. The average grant is £5929. Next deadline: 12th February 2027 https://www.idlewildtrust.org.uk/our-programmes 
Jill Franklin Charitable Trust – Repair and restoration (not improvement) of architecturally significant churches, usually Grade I, but sometimes Grade II*. https://jnfranklintrust.org.uk/ Grants considered in December each year.
Joseph Rank Trust – adaptation or improvement of Church properties with a view to providing improved facilities for use by the church and its work in the community, grants of £10-£50k.  Check their exclusions carefully and they only accept applications in hard copy.  https://www.ranktrust.org/ 
Landfill Communities Fund – supports community and environmental projects close to landfill sites.  Most funding is delivered by funders who have their own criteria.  You can look your local scheme here: https://www.entrust.org.uk/ 
Laing Family Trusts (Beatrice Laing Trust) – new church building, extension or redevelopment projects.  Grants of £2,000 and £10,000 https://www.laingfamilytrusts.org.uk/ 
Laslett’s Hinton Charities – repair and restoration, includes items like bells, churchyard walls, organs and new facilities, max. grant £5k.  Quarterly deadlines. Next deadline is 05/10/2026.   http://www.lasletts.org.uk/grants.html 
Leche Trust – grants for the conservation of historically, artistically and culturally significant buildings and objects dating from before 1837. Quarterly deadlines. Average grant £3,350. https://www.lechetrust.org/what-we-fund. 
Living Alongside Bats in Churches Grant – grants of up £1,000 for small-scale solutions that will help parishes manage the bats in their church buildings.  https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/buildings-planning-and-development/bats-and-churches/living-alongside-bats-in-churches-grant?
National Churches Trust – two different grants depending on the size and type of project, but includes building repairs and improvements. Medium grants of up to £10,000 available for urgent repair and maintenance projects that cost up to £80,000 and large grants available for structural repair projects costing over £80,000 and for projects to install/upgrade kitchens and toilets costing over 30,000 https://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/get-support/grants 50% of funding must be in place before applying. Medium grant deadline 15/12/2026. Large grant deadline 03/11/2026.	
National Heritage Lottery Fund – heritage activities, repairs and conservation.  Two levels of grant - £10-£250k and over £250k. Projects looking to apply for over £250k will need to go through a two-stage application process. https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/ 
ON Organ Fund – towards the installation, renewal, rebuilding, improvement, maintenance, preservation and restoration of pipe organs.  Grants of between £200 and £1,000 but can occasionally be larger.  https://www.onorganfund.org.uk/ 
Ouseley Music Trust – grants for projects to promote high standards in choral worship.  Average grant £2,500. https://www.ouseleytrust.org.uk/ 
Pilling Trust – Grants for Anglican churches for achieving and maintaining a high standard of church music, including major repair or replacement of the church organ.  Phone: 01254 686600, email: will.campbell@beeverstruthers.co.uk. Average single grant in 2024 c. £6,600.
Places of Worship Renewal Fund – Grants for listed places of worship in England only. Small (£10,00-£50,000), Medium (£50,001-£350,000) and Large (£350,001-£1,000,000) grant streams with two application rounds per year. Churches will need to submit an Expression of Interest before applying and the application process is proportional to how much money is being applied for. Grants will be prioritised based on their urgency, the fundraising capacity of the PCC, and the derivation level of the area that the church serves. The deadline for Expressions of Interest is Friday 2nd October 2026. https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/grants/what-we-fund/places-of-worship-renewal-fund/
Sharpe Trust – supports bell projects https://sharpetrust.org.uk/ 
Shropshire Historic Churches Trust (Ludlow Archdeaconry) – repairs conservation and improvements, max grant £10k.  Quarterly deadlines on 15th of March, June, September and December. https://www.shropshirehct.org.uk/Home.aspx
W.A.Cadbury Trust  - supports conservation including projects to preserve buildings of historic importance & community action in church buildings, as well as the arts (West Midlands). Applications for small grants are considered monthly. Applications for large grants are considered biannually. https://wa-cadbury.org.uk/ 
William and Jane Morris Fund – grants for projects conserve stained glass, sculpture, furniture, internal monuments and tombs, and wall paintings made before 1896. Applications are considered on 31st March and 31st August each year. https://www.sal.org.uk/what-we-do/grants/our-grant-programmes/ 
Worshipful Company of Clockmakers – supports clock repair and restoration projects https://www.clockmakers.org/the-company/support 
Worshipful Company of Glaziers – grants for historic and/or artistically significant stained and architectural glass. https://www.glazierscompany.org.uk/philanthropy-in-action/conservation-grants/ 

Diocesan grants 
Net Zero Quick Wins – The next deadline for Net Zero Quick Wins grants is 6th January 2027.  Updates and information can be found here: https://hereford.anglican.org/parish-support/property/net-zero-quick-wins/ 
Minor Repairs and Improvements – The next deadline will be 6th January 2027.  Please check here for updates and information: https://hereford.anglican.org/parish-support/property/church-maintenance-repairs-and-improvements/diocesan-buildings-for-mission-grants/ 

Churches in Wales
The diocese’s churches in Wales are eligible for all of the above, except the Places of Worship Renewal Fund, and also for the examples below.
Community Facilities Programme – This is a scheme funded by the Welsh Government. Grants are available for capital works to provide or improve community facilities. There are two grant streams. Small grants of up to £25,000 and Large grants of between £25,001 - £300,000. An element of match funding will be required. Rolling application process. https://www.gov.wales/community-facilities-programme 
Community Foundation Wales – The grant page on their website provides links to grant funds for charities (including Places of Worship) in Wales. You can also sign up to their grants newsletter. Further information can be found here: https://communityfoundationwales.org.uk/grants-overview/
Community Lottery Fund Wales – Funding for projects that are accessible, community led and that bring people together and improve communities in Wales. Grants from £300 to £500,000. Decisions are made within 12 weeks of applying. https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/wales 
Fund for Wales – The fund is open to small, local, community led constituted charities and voluntary organisations with an annual income of less than £100,000. The fund outcomes include (but are not limited to) preserving heritage and culture, building stronger communities, and improving rural and urban environments. Grants of between £500 – £2,500 per annum for up to 3 years, are available to organisations whose applications best deliver against the grant outcomes. Further information can be found here: https://communityfoundationwales.org.uk/grants/fund-for-wales/#	
Gibbs Charitable Trust – The trust supports innovative undertakings by Methodist churches and organisations, other Christian causes, and a wider category in the fields of the creative arts, education, social and international concern and it will fund religious activity. South and East Wales are particular areas of interest for the Trust. https://www.gibbstrust.org.uk/ 
Hodge Foundation – The Foundation supports communities by providing funds towards projects such as facilities in church buildings and inclusive activities for the wider community. Grants from £2500. No fixed deadlines, but applicants should allow up to 4 months for a response. https://www.hodgefoundation.org.uk/how-to-apply/	
James Pantyfedwen Foundation - The James Pantyfedwen Foundation regularly supports chapels and churches from all parts of Wales by offering grants to renovate and develop their buildings. The Trustees meet three times a year to consider applications from churches (March, July, November), and applications must be submitted at least a month before the date of a meeting. Priority is given to those applications where the renovations are clearly linked with the mission and outreach plans of the church, and especially in an ecumenical context. The church needs to have a membership of around fifty and must meet regularly on Sundays. https://www.jamespantyfedwen.cymru/churches.html 
Jenour Foundation - The principal objectives of the Foundation are to make donations to such charitable institutions or authorities in such manner as the trustees may in their absolute discretion think fit. Trustees prioritise those charities operating in or undertaking a project in Wales. Grants of up to £9000 may be given to projects that support general charitable purposes and arts and culture. https://www.gvs.wales/news/the-jenour-foundation 
National Churches Trust (Wales) – funding stream for churches geographically in Wales. Grants of up to £40,000 for essential repair projects where the project cost is up to £80,000. 50% of funding must be in place before applying. https://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/cymruwales-grade-i-iistar-listed-repair-grant This stream is not currently accepting applications.
Simon Gibson Charitable Trust – Provides grants to registered charities with a particular focus on supporting young people, the elderly, heritage and the natural environment. Grants of up to £20,000 with a typical grant being between £5000 and £10,000. Applications are open from the 1st January until 31st March. https://sgctrust.org.uk/about-us/ 
Volunteering Wales Grant – This scheme is funded by the Welsh Government to promote, encourage, and improve volunteering in Wales. Available to all third sector groups including faith communities. Applications are currently closed, but the previous round indicated that organisations could apply for awards of up to 2 years with a maximum request of up to £30,000 per year to support A More Equal Wales. Further information can be found here: https://wcva.cymru/funding/vwg/ 
Welsh Churches Fund Monmouthshire – Administered by the relevant local authority. Each local authority has different project eligibility criteria and grant limits and different deadlines. In Monmouthshire, grants are available from the Fund for capital or revenue purposes. Capital grants may be awarded to assist organisations in the furnishing and upkeep of buildings. Revenue grants are designed to further the aims of societies Grants are typically between £1,000 and £10,000. Information about Monmouthshire’s grant can be found here: https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/welsh-church-fund/ The grant panel for Monmouthshire meets 7 times a year.
Welsh Churches Fund Powys - Administered by the relevant local authority. Each local authority has different project eligibility criteria and grant limits and different deadlines. In Powys, applications are accepted for grants between £1000 and £5000. The fund supports projects that contribute to the refurbishment and upkeep of churches, chapels and community/village halls within the county. Capital grants may be awarded to assist organisations in the furnishing and upkeep of buildings. Information about Powys’ grant can be found here: https://communityfoundationwales.org.uk/grants/powys-welsh-church-act-fund/. 

Other funds – utility companies, large companies, supermarkets etc. often also have grants or give charity donations.  These can be quite localised, but it is worth considering who is in your area and seeing if you project is eligible.

Grant writing tips: 
· Most grant providers will not fund work that has already taken place.
· All grant providers will want to see your most recent accounts and a budget for the works.
· Most will want you to have appropriate consent (Faculty/List B Archdeacon’s consent/Planning) in place for the works before applying, although some smaller funders will sometimes make an offer, but not release funds until consent is in place.
· Most will want to see that you are working with appropriate professionals, which usually means your architect for building projects or an ICON registered conservator for conservation projects.  With some funders, for example the NHLF and NCT, it is a condition of the grant that the work is overseen by a conservation accredited architect or surveyor.
· Most will want to know you are putting some of your own resources into the project/fundraising locally, however no one will expect you put every last penny into your project.  They will also want to see that you are applying elsewhere so even if you have not applied anywhere else yet, you should say who else you intend to apply to.
· Impact – in your application, tell funders what difference the funding will make and why.  What will the grant allow you to do/do more easily/do more of? 

Please see the funding directory for further funding information: https://www.hereford.anglican.org/funding-directory/ 
The Church of England has recently launched a new fundraising platform which includes a grants database, which can be accessed here: https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/building-generous-church/generosity-resources/cornerstone 
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