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Animal Celebration Service
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The Gathering
Welcome to NAME OF LOCATION, as we join together to worship God.  
Suggestions have been made about when to sit or stand at different points during the service if you are able.  However, please do what helps you to enter into the worship of God. 

Welcome and Introduction
Informal words of welcome and introduction may be used to set the scene.

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it;
	the world, and all who live in it.
All	Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!

Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you
All   	and also with you.

Opening Hymn
Please stand. 

Preparation
Please sit. 

Dear friends. We gather today to give thanks and praise to God for the wonder and beauty of creation, and especially for our fellow creatures. 

We remember that God’s love extends to all creation. Not only do we live as part of that creation, within a multitude of relationships of mutual dependency, but God has called us to care for and steward our shared earthly home. 

One very special part of that is our relationship with animals. Today we celebrate the animals we share our lives with, both in our homes and in our wider communities. Later in the service we will ask God to bless the animals who are with us here today.

As we begin, let’s take a moment to humble ourselves before God, to examine our hearts and ask for forgiveness for the ways we have not lived up to our God-given calling to care for animals as part of God’s creation.

Kyrie confession
Please remain seated or kneel if preferred.

Loving God,
You delight in your creation, its colour and diversity; 
yet we have misused the earth and its animal life
using them for our own selfish ends. 
Lord, have mercy. 
All 		Lord, have mercy. 

You bring light into darkness, 
but we have preferred darkness in words and deeds 
which dishonor creation, our fellow creatures,
and God’s holy name. 
Christ, have mercy. 
All 		Christ, have mercy. 

You have showered us with blessings, 
but we have lacked generosity towards others, 
including animals.
Lord, have mercy. 
All 		Lord, have mercy.


Or
Creator God,
we know that we have not always been 
faithful caretakers of our animals; 
Forgive us when we have dirtied their environment, 
erased places of shelter, polluted the waters, 
killed off their food supplies, destroyed habitats 
or neglected to feed or tend animals 
in our own communities.
Lord hear us
All		Forgive us and heal us

Forgive us when we have neglected 
our own animal companions; 
when we have said we are too busy to play with them, 
when we have shooed them away; 
when we have made excuses, 
or that we do not walk them, cuddle them, 
spend time with them. 
Lord hear us
All		Forgive us and heal us

Forgive us when we have not considered the wider picture; when we have neglected the animals in the wild, 
Ignored or contributed to the cruelty inflicted 
in the name of sport or food production. 
Each year more animals are becoming extinct, 
or are added to the endangered species list: 
forgive us, for allowing beauty to be forever destroyed. 
Forgive us when we neglect to see all animals 
as part of your creation, 
and that you give breath to all creation.
Lord hear us
All		Forgive us and heal us

Almighty God, 
who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom 
that cannot be destroyed, 
forgive us our sins, 
open our eyes to God's truth, 
strengthen us to do God's will 
and give us the joy of his kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All 		Amen.

A Litany in Praise of Animals
Based on Psalm 104 
Please stand. 

Let all that I am praise the LORD.
All   		O Lord my God, how great you are!
You make springs pour water into the ravines,
All   	so streams gush down from the mountains.
They provide water for all the animals,
All   	and the wild donkeys quench their thirst.
The birds nest beside the streams
All   	and sing among the branches of the trees.
The trees of the Lord are well cared for—
All	the cedars of Lebanon that he planted.
There the birds make their nests,
All   	and the storks make their homes in the cypresses.
High in the mountains live the wild goats,
All   	and the rocks form a refuge for the hyraxes.
You made the moon to mark the seasons,
All   	and the sun knows when to set.
You send the darkness, and it becomes night,
All   	when all the forest animals prowl about.
Then the young lions roar for their prey,
All   	stalking the food provided by God.
O Lord, what a variety of things you have made!
All   	In wisdom you have made them all.
The earth is full of your creatures.
All  	teeming with life of every kind.
They all depend on you to give them food 
as they need it.
All   	When you supply it, they gather it.
You open your hand to feed them,
All   	and they are richly satisfied.
May the glory of the Lord continue forever!
All 	  	The Lord takes pleasure in all he has made!

Reading (s)
Please sit. 
One or two readings may be read

Sermon, talk or presentation
This might be an opportunity to invite someone to speak from an animal welfare organisation.


Peace
As part of celebrating God’s good creation, 
we wish the best for one another. Within this faith community we express this by exchanging the peace of God amongst one another, including, today, our animals. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All 		And also with you

We offer one another a sign of peace. 

Hymn

Prayers
This may be an opportunity for creative or participatory prayer, particularly if involving children.
Alternatively, prayers may follow this format, or a suitable alternative:

Let us pray.

Loving Creator God, 
We give you thanks for the beauty of all creation,
and especially for the wonder and diversity 
of the animal kingdom.

Today we pray for those involved in animal welfare 
and conservation work…..
For our local animal shelters….
For those working at policy level seeking to influence our country’s animal welfare laws….
Lord hear us,
All 		Lord graciously hear us.

With grateful heart for all the blessings 
You have given us in creation,
help us to be generous in sharing our 
gifts, money, time, and hospitality. 
Help us to be mindful of how our actions 
impact upon your creation, 
especially our fellow creatures,
and give us courage to adapt our thinking, 
actions and habits to better care for them.
Lord hear us,
All 		Lord graciously hear us.
We pray for all those tending to 
the day-to-day needs of animals, 
especially those who are treating illness 
or alleviating animal suffering. 
May all the animals in their care know your love
and be treated with dignity and respect. 
Grant your wisdom and compassion to be evident 
wherever there are sick or dying animals.
Comfort those who’s animals are sick or dying
And those who mourn the loss of a loved animal.
May the many warm memories we hold,
break the frost of grief.
We remember the animal companions we have had,
who are no longer with us physically. 
We give thanks for the many ways they enriched 
and blessed our lives. 
We are confident that our Creator continues 
to love and care for them. 
Lord hear us,
All 		Lord graciously hear us.

Ending with The Lord’s Prayer 
All	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
Celebration of the animals
God’s world is full of animals, birds and fish, and so is God’s word! The bible tells many stories about how the lives and fortunes of people and animals are wrapped up together. God even made animals part of the covenant with Noah in Genesis, and animals will share in Christ's redemption of all creation.

From mighty bears and lions to cunning snakes, from enormous fish to brave wolves and humble donkeys, from soaring eagles to tiny bees and gentle doves, the animals in the bible teach us many lessons about faith, courage, kindness, and compassion.

Animals are special to God, and they are special to us. Today we give thanks for the animals we share our lives with and ask God to bless them.

People may be invited to bring their companion animals to the front or remain in their places. Animals may be prayed for individually by name, or as a group.

N, you were created by God, and you are loved by God. 
May you and your human family 
experience joy and companionship together, 
and continue to be a blessing to each other. 
In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

All 	Creator God,
We thank you for the gift of our animal companions; 
For the joy they bring us, 
For their unconditional love and forgiveness 
which teaches us about you; 
For the benefits they are to our health
and to our Spirit. 
	We give you thanks.
	Amen. 
Hymn
Please stand. 
A collection may be taken during this hymn, which could be donated towards the work of a local or national animal welfare organisation. 

The Dismissal 
All		God, whose love extends to all creation
help us to love all creatures as kin, 
all animals as partners on Earth, 
all birds as messengers of praise, 
and all beings as expressions 
of your mysterious design,
Amen. 

Go out into the world and love one another. 
Cherish your animal family, 
exercise stewardship of all creation, 
so that all can experience God’s love
All		Amen.


Material from Common Worship (copyright © The Archbishops’ Council)
And that produced by Rev Barbara Allen Chaplain, Lort Smith Animal Hospital (2007)

Hymns are covered by the Christian Copyright Licensing under CCL Licence No. XXXXX.


Hymn suggestions
All creatures of our God and King
All things bright and beautiful
[bookmark: _GoBack]Let all things their creator bless
Make me a channel of your peace
Morning has broken
The butterfly song

There are some quite good hymns about animals in the BBC Come and Praise series, which some of our young people will be familiar with from school.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/zmgwkmn 

Readings suggestions
Genesis 1:1-34 – Animals in creation
Genesis 9: 8-17 – God’s covenant with Noah and all animals
Isaiah 11: [1-5] 6-9 – The wolf lies down with the lamb
Matthew 6:25-27 – God cares for the birds of the air
Romans 8: 18-25 – Future glory for a groaning creation
Revelation 5: 11-14 – Creatures worshiping around the throne
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