Diocese of Hereford

CONFIRMATION GUIDELINES

1. The order for Common Worship will be used and the normal liturgical colour is red.
2. The Bishop will bring the Oil of Chrism with him for anointing at Confirmation.  It is helpful if a lemon, water and a towel can be available to cleanse his fingers immediately after the Confirmation.

3. If it is anticipated that the congregation will be large, e.g. for a Deanery Confirmation, it is helpful to have more than one point for the reception of Communion. 

4. Common Worship can be very verbose.  The optional material should be selected judiciously and an Order of Service can be obtained from the confirming Bishop’s Secretary (by email where possible).  Great care needs to be taken if the confirmation service includes baptism, reception into the Church of England or the affirmation of baptismal vows.  The draft Service Order needs to be returned for the Bishop to review at least a week before the service.
5. Two readings for the day will be used – Old Testament or New Testament and the Gospel. The Bishop selects these.
6. The Bishop will hope to arrive at least half an hour before the service in order to meet the candidates and it would be helpful if a space could be reserved for the Bishop to park.  Please could you advise the Bishop’s office where the parking space will be?
7. If there are a good many books and certificates to be signed it would be helpful for the Bishop to be able to do so before the day of the confirmation, if possible.
8. Please ask each candidate to write a brief spiritual autobiography so that the Bishop can know something about them in advance, and send these together with the draft service order to the Bishop’s office, preferably a week beforehand.

9. Please ask all the candidates to be present half an hour before the service begins so that the Bishop can spend a few minutes with them, preferably in a quiet area of the Church or a room nearby if possible.
10. If candles are to be distributed at the end of the service, they should all be given out to the candidates during the final hymn, and well before it is finished.  If they are new candles, please make sure the wick is already lit and that they are given out during the hymn, so that we don’t have to pause at the end of the service whilst they are lit, which makes the service lose momentum.
11. For the laying on of hands candidates may come forward singly. They should be presented to the Bishop by those who have prepared them, or by a sponsor or godparent, using the words:  ‘Bishop, I present  N….. to be confirmed.’

12. Could you please ask to see if 2 or 3 of the candidates might be prepared to give their testimony?  At the presentation of the candidates, after they have answered the question: “Are you ready with your own mouth and from your own heart to affirm you faith in Jesus Christ?” would be a good time for them to share their stories.  There is no pressure, but the Bishops would encourage this.
13. There should be an opportunity for the Bishop to greet the candidates and their families after the service, either at a reception or at the back of the church.  This can be an occasion for handing over books and cards.

14. The collection taken at the service will be for the Bishop of Hereford’s Discretionary Fund which is used for mission and pastoral work in the diocese, and a cheque should be sent to: The Bishop’s House, Hereford HR4 9BN.
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